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Abandoned by new husband, James, Agatha Raisin hops on a plane to the South Pacific in the

hope that an idyllic holiday will bring some consolation. There, she befriends a honeymooning

couple but, tragically, the young bride is accidentally drowned. Returning home to the Cotswolds,

Agatha finds herself involved in a strangely similar situation - a woman, dressed in a wedding gown,

is found floating in the river. The police say suicide, but Agatha sets out to prove them wrong.
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Like "Agatha Raisin and the Love from Hell," the manner in which this latest Agatha Raisin

installment unfolds pretty much mirrors Agatha's frame of mind and feelings. The ending of her

short-lived but ill fated marriage to her great love, James Lacey, has left Agatha feeling empty,

lonely and utterly diminished in the self confidence department. As such, the novel moves between

Agatha's feelings of inadequacy and her determination to get a handle on things and so move

forward and onward. This could be slightly off putting if you're not an Agatha Raisin fan, and if

you're not prepared to fall in with whatever master plan M. C. Beaton has mapped out for Agatha. I

enjoyed the book very much. It was well written, cleverly executed and completely

engrossing.Saddened and weary -- first James ends their marriage in order to join a monastery,

then Sir Charles Fraith (someone she thought she could count as a friend) gets married to a French

society beauty and never bothers inviting her to his wedding -- Agatha decides that what she needs

in a holiday far away from everyone she knows. A week at a small isolated South Pacific island



seems just the ticket. And to her surprise Agatha finds herself enjoying her vacation. The other

vacationers are incredibly friendly and take great pains to include Agatha in their activities. Only the

honeymooning couple remains aloof. And although something about the newly wed husband strikes

Agatha being slightly 'off,' she manages to keep her opinions to herself, and refrains from

interfering.Back again in England, Agatha comes across a young local couple (Zak Jensen & Kylie

Stokes) that reminds her of the vacationing honeymooners. Something about Zak Jensen seems

slightly 'off' as well.
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